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புகழ்

வசையென்ப சவெத்தார்க் யெல்லாம் இசையென்னும்
எச்ைம் யபறாஅ விடின்.
புகழ் என்னும் பெரும் பெல்வத்தைப் பெறாது பொனால், இந்ை 
உலகத்ைவர்க்கு அதுபவ ெழி என்று அறிந்பைார் கூறுவர்.
— ொலமன் ொப்தெயா

28th





Context

• A new rapid survey at Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve (Assam) has

documented 283 species of insects and spiders.

• This highlights the park’s overlooked biodiversity beyond its megafauna like

rhinos and tigers.

• Officials stressed the role of insects and spiders in pollination, soil health, seed

dispersal, and pest control, which are critical for the ecosystem’s resilience.

• The findings underline that while Kaziranga is celebrated for its Big Five (Indian

one-horned rhinoceros, Bengal tiger, Asian elephant, wild water buffalo, and

eastern swamp deer), its ecological balance depends equally on smaller life

forms.

One-Horned Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis)

• Habitat: Native to the Indian subcontinent, mainly in Assam, West Bengal, and

parts of Nepal.

• Status: Listed as Vulnerable by IUCN.

• Population: About 3,700 individuals worldwide; Kaziranga alone hosts over

2,600 (largest population globally).

• Features:

• Single black horn (20–60 cm).

• Thick, grey-brown skin with skin-folds → armor-plated look.

• Threats: Poaching for horn (mythical medicinal value), habitat loss, floods,

invasive species (like Mikania climber).

• Conservation Success: From fewer than 200 individuals in early 20th century →

now thousands, thanks to strict protection in parks like Kaziranga.



Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve

• Location: Assam, on the banks of the Brahmaputra River.

• Area: 1,307.49 sq. km.

• UNESCO World Heritage Site (1985).

• Significance:

• Known as the safest home for the one-horned rhino.

• Hosts highest density of tigers in India (18.65 per 100 sq. km, as per

2024 report).

• Other faunal diversity: elephants, swamp deer, wild water buffalo, and

rich avifauna (Important Bird Area).

• Now emerging as a hotspot of invertebrate diversity.

• Conservation challenges: annual floods of Brahmaputra, poaching,

encroachment, and climate change.



UPSC Prelims 2013

Consider the following pairs:

National Park — River flowing through the Park

1. Corbett National Park : Ganga

2. Kaziranga National Park : Manas

3. Silent Valley National Park : Kaveri

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) None

Ans : d





Context

• On September 19, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump signed a proclamation to

hike the H-1B visa processing fee to $1,00,000 (around 60x increase).

• Objective cited: curb abuse of the programme that allegedly displaces U.S.

workers and threatens national security.

• Later clarified: applies only to new applications, not to renewals.

• This comes amidst trade frictions between the U.S. and India, since India is the

largest beneficiary of H-1B visas (71% of approvals in 2024).

Background

What is H-1B?

• Non-immigrant U.S. visa allowing companies to employ foreign workers in

specialty occupations (STEM, medicine, IT, research).

• Capped annually; if registrations exceed, a lottery system is used.

Why Controversial?

• White House Argument:

• Programme misused by firms to hire cheaper foreign workers →

displacement of U.S. citizens.

• Creates “indentured labour” conditions and wage suppression.

• Past allegations against TCS, Cognizant for bias towards H-1B

workers.

• Counter-Arguments:

• Skilled migrants complement, not displace U.S. workers (research

evidence).

• Immigrants fill jobs Americans don’t want or require niche skills.

• High-skill migration drives innovation, lowers IT costs, and boosts

U.S. global competitiveness.



India’s Stake:

• Top beneficiary: ~2.8 lakh Indian H-1B workers approved in 2024.

• Indian IT companies (TCS, Infosys, Wipro, etc.) heavily dependent on

U.S. market.

• U.S. tech giants (Amazon, Microsoft, Meta, Apple) employ large Indian

diaspora.

• Fee hike → sharp cost escalation, hurting India’s IT exports (over $150

bn annually).

Global Debate:

• Pew Research (2024):

• 40% U.S. citizens favour priority for high-skilled immigration.

• 60% say immigrants take jobs locals don’t want.

• Bipartisan consensus in U.S. politics that H-1B needs reform.

Mains Focus Points

(For GS-II: International Relations, GS-III: Economy, Employment, Globalisation)

Economic Dimension

• U.S. Argument:

• Protect wages and jobs for local workforce.

• Prevent “cheap labour” exploitation.

• India’s Concern:

• Increased cost of placement → less outsourcing to Indian firms.

• Hampers IT exports, India’s services sector growth.

• Indian professionals (STEM, healthcare, research) face higher entry

barriers.



Bilateral Relations

• Adds to existing trade tensions (tariffs, agricultural imports, digital taxes).

• Could strain India–U.S. strategic partnership, especially in tech, defence, and

digital economy.

• Contradicts U.S. narrative of building stronger ties with India to counterbalance

China.

Human Capital & Migration Policy

• Brain drain vs. brain circulation: Restrictive policies may push Indian talent to

other destinations (Canada, EU, Australia).

• Fee hike may limit opportunities to only top-tier graduates, narrowing migration.

• Ethical debate: Are immigrants scapegoated for domestic job insecurity?

Global Innovation & Competition

• Studies show H-1B regime lowered IT prices, boosted productivity.

• Immigrant founders like Elon Musk, Sergey Brin show long-term U.S. gains.

• Over-restriction may harm U.S. competitiveness vs. China in AI, IT, biotech.

Way Forward

• For U.S.: Balance protection of workers with global talent needs.

• For India:

• Diversify outsourcing markets (EU, ASEAN, Africa).

• Strengthen domestic skilling & startup ecosystem.

• Use diplomatic channels to negotiate waivers (projects of “national

importance”).

• Globally: Push for a more transparent, equitable migration policy.





Context

• A joint investigation (The Guardian, +972 Magazine, Local Call) in Aug 2025

exposed that Israel’s Unit 8200 was using Microsoft Azure to store and analyse

millions of intercepted Palestinian phone calls.

• Microsoft initially denied misuse but later confirmed “evidence supporting elements

of the reporting” and disabled certain services for Unit 8200 (Sep 25).

• The case highlights the overlap of tech companies, surveillance, and human

rights in conflict zones.

Background

Unit 8200

• Israel’s top military intelligence unit, often compared to the U.S. NSA.

• Specialises in cyber intelligence, phone/data intercepts, and large-scale

surveillance.

Partnership with Microsoft

• Began in 2021, when Unit 8200 chief Yossi Sariel met Satya Nadella.

• Goal: Shift massive volumes of intercepted communications to Azure

cloud.

• Microsoft engineers worked with IDF to create a custom, segregated

Azure environment.

Why Cloud?

• Israeli servers could store calls of only tens of thousands.

• Azure provided elastic capacity + AI tools, allowing scale from

thousands to millions of calls daily.

• Enabled real-time transcription, translation, indexing, and AI-driven

search of conversations.

Telecom Control

• Under the Oslo Accords (1995), Palestinians had rights to independent

telecom networks.



• In practice, Israel retains control → all Palestinian phone/internet traffic

routed via Israeli switches.

• This enables mass interception and monitoring.

Other Cloud Providers

• Azure is not the only one: AWS, Google (Project Nimbus), IBM Red

Hat, Palantir also supply cloud/AI services to Israel’s defence sector.

• Even if Microsoft cuts access, workloads can shift to Google/Amazon or

hybrid servers.

Mains Focus Points

(useful for GS-II: IR, GS-III: Security, Ethics/Essay)

Ethical & Human Rights Dimension

• Raises questions of mass surveillance and privacy violations in occupied

territories.

• Contradicts principles of Oslo Accords → Palestinians’ right to independent

communications.

• Human rights groups call it collective surveillance of an entire population.

Role of Big Tech in Geopolitics

• Microsoft, Google, Amazon, Palantir, IBM are deeply embedded in state

surveillance/military operations.

• Blurs lines between commercial technology and military intelligence tools.

• Tech companies face reputational risk: accused of complicity in rights

violations.

Strategic Implications

• Israel gains AI-enabled mass surveillance capacity, strengthening control in

Gaza & West Bank.

• For Palestinians: reinforces asymmetric power relations; telecom dependence

→ lack of digital sovereignty.



• Globally: Could set precedent for other states to adopt cloud-driven surveillance

at scale.

International Law & Norms

• Surveillance of occupied populations clashes with International Humanitarian

Law (IHL) and right to privacy under international conventions.

• Raises debates: Can private companies be held accountable for enabling state

surveillance?

What Next?

• Microsoft’s suspension may have limited practical effect → Israel diversifies

across multiple providers.

• Advocacy groups may pressure U.S. government or UN bodies to regulate tech-

firm collaboration in conflict zones.

• Larger issue: Should global cloud/AI infrastructure be treated like arms trade

(subject to export controls)?


