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Today’s topics

1.Cutting off a rural lifeline and the Directive Principles  P8 GS 2

2. ​Temporary relief – P.No.8 GS 3

3.A bold step amid an ambitious nuclear energy target P8 GS 3

4. India signs trade pact with Oman for duty-free exports – P.No.1 

GS2



Today’s topics

1.National Commission for Scheduled Tribes – Prelims Fact

2. ​Passive Euthanasia – Prelims Fact



Context

Diluting MGNREGA weakens the constitutional promise

of the Right to Work and signals retreat from welfare-

based governance envisioned under the Directive

Principles.

MGNREGA-வை நீர்த்துப்ப ோகச் செய்ைது, பைவை செய்யும்

உரிவையின் அரசியைவைப்பு ைோக்குறுதிவய

 ைவீனப் டுத்துகிறது ைற்றும் ைழிகோட்டுதல் பகோட் ோடுகளின்

கீழ் கற் வன செய்யப் ட்ட நைன் ெோர்ந்த நிர்ைோகத்திலிருந்து

பின்ைோங்குைவதக் குறிக்கிறது.
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Context

Union government has introduced a Bill to replace MGNREGA.

Article argues that the Bill dilutes the Right to Work and undermines Directive 

Principles of State Policy (DPSP), especially Article 41.

Constitutional & Legal Background

Article 41 (DPSP): State to make provisions for the right to work, within 

economic capacity.

DPSPs are non-justiciable but act as “instruments of instruction” (B.R. 

Ambedkar).

MGNREGA (2005) seen as partial realisation of Article 41.



Key Features of MGNREGA (Existing Law)

Demand-driven employment guarantee.

100 days of work per rural household.

Universal: open to all adults willing to do manual work.

Equal wages for men and women.

Centre bears full wage cost; States ~10%.

Decentralised: Panchayats design and implement works.

Acts as a fallback option during agricultural distress.



Major Changes Proposed in New Bill

From demand-driven to allocation-driven

Work limited by pre-fixed financial ceilings set by Centre.

Centre has no legal obligation beyond allocation.

Increased State burden

States to bear 40% of cost, despite fiscal stress.

Centralisation

Project design, audits, norms controlled by Centre.

Weakens federal structure.

Ban on work during peak agricultural season

Reduces workers’ bargaining power.

Benefits large landowners; hurts women workers.



Mandatory Aadhaar & digital attendance

Risk of exclusion errors, connectivity issues.

Reduced representation

SC/ST and worker representation removed from councils.

Key Criticism

New Bill:

Weakens Right to Work

Undermines DPSPs

Erodes federalism

Increases vulnerability of rural poor

Viewed as prioritising corporate concessions over welfare.



Among the following who are eligible to benefit from the “Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act”? (2011)

(a) Adult members of only the scheduled caste and scheduled tribe households

(b) Adult members of below poverty line (BPL) households

(c) Adult members of households of all backward communities

(d) Adult members of any household

Ans: (d)



“An essential condition to eradicate poverty is to liberate the poor from the 

process of deprivation.” Substantiate this statement with suitable 

examples. (2016)

“Poverty alleviation programs in India remain mere showpieces until and unless 

they are backed up by political will.” Discuss with reference to the performance 

of the major poverty alleviation programmes in India. (2015)



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity

“The proposed changes to MGNREGA mark a shift from a rights-based 

welfare framework to an allocation-driven model.” Critically examine this 

statement in the light of the Directive Principles of State Policy and India’s 

constitutional commitment to social justice.



Context

The rupee-led export boost is a short-term cushion, not

a structural solution to India’s trade challenges.

ரூ ோய் ைதிப்பு உயர்ைோல் ஏற் டும் ஏற்றுைதி உயர்வு என் து

இந்தியோவின் ைர்த்தக ெைோல்களுக்கு ஒரு கட்டவைப்பு

ரீதியோன தீர்ைோக இல்ைோைல், குறுகிய கோை நிைோரமைோகும்.
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Temporary Relief: Rupee Depreciation & Trade Deficit

Context

India’s merchandise exports rose 19.4% to $38.1 bn in Nov 2025, highest in a 

decade for November.

Exports to the U.S. grew 22.6%, despite 50% U.S. tariffs.

Trade deficit narrowed due to fall in imports and weaker rupee.



Why exports rose despite high tariffs

Indian exporters are absorbing tariff costs instead of passing them on.

Aim: retain U.S. customers in the short term.

Depreciating rupee makes Indian goods cheaper abroad, partially offsetting 

tariffs.

Why this relief is temporary

Many exporters are MSMEs in labour-intensive sectors.

They cannot absorb losses for long.

India’s tariff disadvantage vs competitors is too large.

Supply chain shifts take time.

Reports indicate falling export orders from January.



Trade deficit: A mixed signal

Imports fell 1.9% to $62.7 bn.

Helped reduce trade deficit.

But falling imports may signal weak domestic demand, not strength.

Raises concern post GST rate cuts, which were meant to boost demand.

Government response

Proposed Export Promotion Mission to ease exporter stress.

Details yet to be notified → urgent implementation needed.

Suggested measure:

Credit guarantee scheme (more effective than loan moratoriums).

Could adapt COVID-era support measures.



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy

“The recent narrowing of India’s trade deficit driven by a depreciating 

rupee and falling imports is a temporary relief rather than a sign of 

structural strength.” Discuss the factors behind this trend and analyse the 

risks it poses to India’s export sustainability and domestic demand.



Context

Nuclear energy is critical for India’s

decarbonisation, energy security, and human

development goals, and the SHANTI Bill

provides the legal framework to scale it up

responsibly.

இந்தியோவின் கோர் ன் நீக்கம், எரிெக்தி  ோதுகோப்பு

ைற்றும் ைனித பைம் ோட்டு இைக்குகளுக்கு அணுெக்தி

மிகவும் முக்கியைோனது, பைலும் ெோந்தி ைபெோதோ அவத

ச ோறுப்புடன் அளவிடுைதற்கோன ெட்ட கட்டவைப்வ 

ைழங்குகிறது.
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Why energy matters for development

Human development improves as energy consumption increases.

Countries with high living standards use much more energy per person.

India wants to reach a Human Development Index (HDI) of 0.9, similar to 

developed G-20 nations.

To do this, India will need massive amounts of energy — far more than it 

produces today



How much energy will India need?

To reach HDI 0.9, India needs about 24,000 TWh of energy every year

Today, India generates only ~1,950 TWh

About 60% of future energy will be electricity

The rest will be used to produce green hydrogen for industries like:

Steel

Fertilizers

Plastics

So India must dramatically increase electricity generation.



Why renewables alone are not enough

Hydro and wind potential is limited

Solar power needs large land areas, which is difficult in a densely populated 

country

Solar and wind are intermittent (not available all the time)

Large-scale energy storage is very expensive

India needs a reliable base-load power source — electricity available 24×7.



Why nuclear energy is essential

Nuclear power:

Produces continuous, reliable electricity

Is low-carbon

Supports grid stability

Complements solar and wind

Without nuclear energy, India would have to continue using fossil fuels, 

harming climate goals.



India’s preparedness in nuclear technology

India has:

Indigenous technology for PHWR reactors

Capability to build 700 MW reactors

Fuel fabrication, heavy water production, waste management

A functioning nuclear regulator

Experience in safe nuclear operations

Only uranium is imported; most of the supply chain is Indian.



What is the SHANTI Bill, 2025?

The SHANTI Bill:

Replaces older nuclear laws

Sets a unified legal framework

Strengthens regulatory clarity

Makes the licensee responsible for safety

Supports India’s target of 100 GW nuclear capacity by 2047

It shows the government’s confidence in India’s nuclear capabilities.



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy

Why is nuclear power considered essential for India’s long-term energy 

security despite the growth of renewable energy sources? Discuss with 

reference to recent legislative reforms.



Context

India–Oman CEPA strengthens trade, services, and

strategic ties by offering near-total duty-free access to

Indian exports and boosting labour mobility in West

Asia.

இந்தியோ-ஓைன் CEPA, இந்திய ஏற்றுைதிகளுக்கு கிட்டத்தட்ட

சைோத்த ைரி இல்ைோத அணுகவை ைழங்குைதன் மூைமும்,

பைற்கு ஆசியோவில் சதோழிைோளர் இயக்கத்வத அதிகரிப் தன்

மூைமும் ைர்த்தகம், பெவைகள் ைற்றும் மூபைோ ோய

உறவுகவள ைலுப் டுத்துகிறது..
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Key Features of the Agreement

Oman → India

Duty-free access to 98.08% of tariff lines

Covers 99.38% of India’s exports to Oman

India → Oman

Liberalised tariffs on 77.79% of tariff lines

Covers 94.81% of imports from Oman

Includes services trade, investment facilitation, and labour mobility

Benefits Indian professionals (IT, healthcare, engineering, skilled workers)



Significance / Explanation

Makes Indian exports cheaper and more competitive

Boosts services exports and worker mobility

Supports India amid global tariff wars and trade uncertainty

Strengthens India’s footprint in West Asia and Indian Ocean Region

Enhances supply chain resilience and export diversification

Strategic Importance

Oman’s location near Strait of Hormuz

Complements India’s initiatives like IMEC (India–Middle East–Europe 

Corridor)

Deepens defence, energy, and connectivity cooperation



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) offer both opportunities and challenges for 

the Indian Economy.



National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 

(NCST) – Prelims Points

Constitutional Body under Article 338A

Formed: 2004 (by 89th Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 2003)

Separated from: National Commission for SCs & 

STs

Composition

Chairperson + Vice-Chairperson + 3 Members

Appointed by the President of India

Tenure: 3 years



Functions

Safeguards rights of Scheduled Tribes

Investigates complaints related to deprivation of ST rights

Advises Centre & States on ST welfare and development

Monitors implementation of constitutional and legal safeguards

Submits annual reports to the President

Powers

Powers of a civil court while investigating matters

Can summon persons, require documents, take evidence

Reports

President places report before Parliament

Action Taken Reports laid before Parliament & State Legislatures



Key Focus Areas

Forest rights

Land alienation

Displacement & rehabilitation

Education, health & livelihood of STs

Important Distinction

NCST → Article 338A

NCSC → Article 338






