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Today’s topics

1.Winter is behind – Pg.No.10 GS 2 

2. ​Beyond the optics – P.no.10 GS 2

3.Unlocking the potential of India-Africa economic ties P10 GS 2

4.Lessons from China on tackling pollution – P.No.11 GS 3



Context

A calmer Winter Session showed promise, but Parliament

must move from political symbolism to meaningful

democratic deliberation.

அமைதியான குளிர்காலக் கூட்டத்த ாடர் நம்பிக்மகக்குரிய ாக

இருந் து, ஆனால் நாடாளுைன்றம் அரசியல்

அமடயாளத்திலிருந்து அர்த் முள்ள ஜனநாயக விவா த்திற்கு

நகர வவண்டும்.

UPSC CSE Syllabus

GS Paper 2 : Indian Polity



Overview of the Session

Winter Session had 15 sittings

10 Bills introduced, 8 Bills passed

Session was less confrontational compared to previous ones

Opportunity for constructive parliamentary functioning, but not fully utilised



Important Bills Passed

Repeal of obsolete laws → removal/amendment of outdated colonial-era laws

Insurance Amendment Bill → allows 100% FDI in insurance sector

Nuclear energy reform Bill → reduces supplier liability to attract private 

investment

Rural Employment Guarantee reform

Major changes to MGNREGA

New Act named Viksit Bharat – Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika

Mission (Gramin)

Seen as controversial due to dilution of welfare guarantees



Controversy over Hindi Titles

Several Bills were titled in Hindi, e.g.:

Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha

VB-G RAM G

MPs from non-Hindi States objected

Constitutional issue:

Laws must be drafted in English

Translations can be provided later

Raised concerns about linguistic inclusivity & federalism



Vande Mataram Debate

Marked 150 years of Vande Mataram

Long discussions:

Lok Sabha: 11+ hours

Rajya Sabha: 13 hours

Criticism:

Parliament could have passed a unanimous resolution

Instead, debate became politically polarised

Used to question opponents’ patriotism



Debate on Electoral Reforms

Long debate in both Houses

Highlighted crisis of trust in elections

However:

BJP and Congress stuck to party positions

Missed chance for consensus-based reform

Weakens credibility of parliamentary democracy



Missed Discussions

Opposition demanded debate on Delhi air pollution

Government did not allow discussion

Important public health issue ignored

Parliamentary Functioning

Bills rushed through

Standing Committees underused

Positives:

Question Hour & Zero Hour were productive

Less disruption than earlier sessions



Overall Assessment

Session showed improvement in atmosphere

But:

Missed chances for consensus-building

Important issues sidelined

Future sessions should:

Strengthen committee scrutiny

Encourage bipartisan dialogue

Focus on public-interest debates



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity

“Recent parliamentary sessions show a decline in deliberative law-making 

and committee scrutiny.” Examine this statement in the context of the 

Winter Session of Parliament.



Context

India’s outreach to the Global South must move beyond

symbolism and be backed by consistent diplomacy to

shape a shared global order.

உலகளாவிய த ற்கிற்கான இந்தியாவின் த ாடர்பு குறியீட்டுக்கு

அப்பால் நகர்ந்து, பகிரப்பட்ட உலகளாவிய ஒழுங்மக வடிவமைக்க

நிமலயான ராஜ ந்திரத் ால் ஆ ரிக்கப்பட வவண்டும்.

UPSC CSE Syllabus

GS Paper 2: International Relations



Context

PM Modi undertook a three-nation tour to:

Jordan

Ethiopia

Oman

Visit aimed at strengthening bilateral ties in a world becoming more 

transactional

All three countries are part of the Global South, where India seeks leadership



Key Outcomes of the Tour

Oman

Signing of CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement)

India–Oman trade doubled to $10 billion

CEPA may act as a stepping stone for India–GCC FTA

Joint statement:

Supported Gaza ceasefire

Backed creation of a sovereign Palestinian state

Jordan

Cooperation agreements in:

Renewable energy

Water management



Talks important for:

West Asia conflict

Gaza peace proposal

No mention of India–Middle East–Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) due to 

regional instability

Ethiopia

Launch of India–Ethiopia Strategic Partnership

Focus on: Trade, Technology & knowledge exchange

Ethiopia’s importance:

Headquarters of African Union

Member of BRICS

Discussions on holding the delayed Africa–India Summit

Important as India will chair BRICS in 2026



Key Concern Highlighted by the Article

India’s diplomacy risks remaining symbolic (“optics”)

For real impact:

India must consistently convey its principled stand

Same message should be shared with Israel, especially PM Netanyahu

Without consistency, India cannot shape a shared global order



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 2 – International Relations

India’s recent visits to Jordan, Ethiopia and Oman reflect a renewed focus 

on the Global South. Discuss.



Context

Africa is central to India’s trade diversification

strategy, and deeper economic engagement is

vital for India’s long-term global ambitions.

இந்தியாவின் வர்த் க பன்முகப்படுத் ல் உத்தியில்

ஆப்பிரிக்கா மையைாக உள்ளது, வைலும் இந்தியாவின்

நீண்டகால உலகளாவிய லட்சியங்களுக்கு ஆழைான

தபாருளா ார ஈடுபாடு மிக முக்கியைானது.

UPSC CSE Syllabus

GS Paper 2: International Relations



Context

PM Modi’s visits to Namibia, Ghana (July 2025) and Ethiopia (Dec 2025)

highlight renewed focus on India–Africa economic relations

Africa’s importance rose with:

African Union becoming a permanent G20 member (2023) during India’s 

presidency

India–Africa ties are shifting from historical solidarity to economic 

partnership



Why Africa Matters to India

India’s exports to US & EU = ~40% of total exports

Western markets are uncertain and slowing

Africa offers:

Growing population & consumer base

Emerging industrial demand

Strategic diversification of export markets



Current India–Africa Trade Snapshot

India is Africa’s 4th largest trading partner

Bilateral trade: ~$100 billion

India’s exports to Africa (FY24): $38.17 billion

Major exports: Petroleum products, Engineering goods, Pharmaceuticals

Rice & textiles

Key African partners:

Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania

📌 Comparison with China

China–Africa trade: >$200 billion

21% of Africa’s imports from China

One-third of Chinese exports are machinery & electronics (HSN 84 & 85) → 

shows China’s industrial strength



India’s Target : Double India–Africa trade by 2030

Five-Pillar Strategy Proposed

Trade Agreements

Remove trade barriers

Negotiate:

Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs)

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPAs)

Engage with:

African regional blocs

Major African economies



Shift to Value-Added Manufacturing

Move beyond: Petroleum & low-value exports

Promote: Joint ventures, Manufacturing units in Africa

Benefits:

Preferential access to US markets

Access to Africa’s growing demand

Deepen engagement with: African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)

Opportunity for MSMEs

Africa easier market for Indian MSMEs than US/EU

Need to: Expand Lines of Credit, Improve trade finance access

Suggested measures:

Trade in local currencies

Joint insurance pool for political & commercial risk



Reduce Logistics Costs

Invest in:

Port modernisation

Hinterland connectivity

India–Africa maritime corridors

Lower freight costs → more competitive exports

Services & People-to-People Links

Leverage India’s strength in: IT & digital services, Healthcare, Skill development

Professional services

Services trade:

High-value

Boosts overall trade

Current policies insufficient → need reform



Way Forward

Move beyond transactional trade

Build long-term, sustainable partnerships

Africa crucial in:

Multipolar world

Global supply chain restructuring

Deepening Africa ties is key to India’s global economic power ambition



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 2 – International Relations

Evaluate the current status of India–Africa trade relations. What are the 

key challenges and opportunities?



Context

China’s success against air pollution shows that strong

governance, strict enforcement, and regional

coordination matter more than the number of laws.

காற்று ைாசுபாட்டிற்கு எதிரான சீனாவின் தவற்றி, வலுவான

நிர்வாகம், கடுமையான அைலாக்கம் ைற்றும் பிராந்திய

ஒருங்கிமைப்பு ஆகியமவ சட்டங்களின் எண்ணிக்மகமய

விட முக்கியம் என்பம க் காட்டுகிறது.

UPSC CSE Syllabus

GS Paper 3: Environment & Ecology



Context

Both India and China suffer from severe air pollution

Beijing reduced PM2.5 by over 50% (2013–2021)

Delhi remains among the world’s most polluted cities

Question: Why did China succeed while India struggles?



China’s Clean Air Transformation

China’s success was planned, strict, and coordinated, not accidental.

Key Policy Initiatives

Air Pollution Prevention and Control Action Plan

Blue Sky Protection Campaign

Core Features of China’s Approach

Coherent policy – clear goals and timelines

Strict enforcement – heavy penalties for violations

Regional coordination – air treated as a shared problem



Major Measures Taken by Beijing

Shut down or relocated polluting industries

Replaced coal-fired boilers with natural gas

Expanded electric mobility

Enforced China VI emission standards

Built dense real-time PM2.5 monitoring systems

Coordinated with Tianjin–Hebei using an “airshed” approach

Result

PM2.5 levels fell from 102 µg/m³ (2013) to 31 µg/m³ (2024)



India’s Situation: Laws Without Impact

Existing Legal Framework

Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981

Environment Protection Act, 1986

Waste, construction and emission rules

Supporting laws: Factories Act, Motor Vehicles Act

Key Programmes

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)

Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)

Odd-even scheme

CAQM (Commission for Air Quality Management)



Why India Is Falling Short

Fragmented governance: Centre, States, municipal bodies overlap

Reactive measures: activated only during pollution peaks

Weak enforcement and low accountability

Understaffed and underfunded pollution control boards

CAQM lacks authority over neighbouring States

Poor implementation of:

Industrial relocation

Waste-to-energy plants

Public transport expansion

Corruption in PUC checks

Slow behavioural change



What India Can Learn from China

Treat air pollution as a public health emergency

Shift from episodic action to long-term mission mode

Accelerate clean energy transition

Reduce coal dependence

Improve energy efficiency standards

Enforce transport reforms

Strong PUC systems

Vehicle scrappage policy

Congestion management

Expand EV infrastructure

Strengthen public transport



Fix industrial policy

Create functional industrial zones

Ensure utilities, transport, and emissions monitoring

Adopt regional airshed governance

Delhi–NCR needs a Beijing–Tianjin–Hebei style model

Pollution does not respect State boundaries



Conclusion / Way Forward

India does not need China’s political system

But it must adopt:

Policy coherence

Strong enforcement

Regional coordination

Long-term investment

Without governance reform, laws alone cannot clean the air



Mains Practice Questions

GS Paper 3 – Environment & Ecology

Beijing’s success in reducing air pollution was driven more by governance 

reforms than technology. Discuss.


