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Today’s topics

1. A good template – Pg.No.6 GS 2 

2. ​How exports are concentrated in few States – P.no.8 GS 3

3. Maternal mortality dropped as institutional deliveries rose to 89%: Health 

Minister – P12 GS 1

4. Rhino dehorning nearly eliminated poaching in African reserves: study–

P.No.20 GS 3



Context

India–New Zealand FTA reflects India’s calibrated trade

policy focusing on mobility, services, and farmer

protection rather than blanket tariff liberalisation.

இந்தியா-நியூசிலாந்து FTA, முழுமையான கட்டண

தாராளையைாக்கலுக்குப் பதிலாக, இயக்கம், சேமைகள் ைற்றும்

விைோயிகளின் பாதுகாப்பில் கைனம் சேலுத்தும் இந்தியாவின்

அளவீடு சேய்யப்பட்ட ைர்த்தகக் சகாள்மகமய

பிரதிபலிக்கிறது.
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India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA): 

India concluded FTA negotiations with New Zealand in 2025

Current bilateral trade (FY25): ~$2 billion

Target: Double trade in 5 years

Reflects India’s cautious, sector-specific trade strategy



Key Features of the FTA

Mobility & Services (Major Gain for India)

5,000 Indian professionals allowed 3-year work visas at any time

Sectors: IT, healthcare, education, traditional medicine

More liberal than India-Australia ECTA (only 1,000 short-term visas)

Education & People-to-People Links

Uncapped entry for Indian students in New Zealand universities

Students allowed 20 hours/week part-time work

Strengthens human capital and remittance linkages



Tariff Exclusions to Protect Indian Farmers

~30% of India’s tariff lines excluded

Sensitive sectors excluded:

Dairy products

Animal products (except sheep meat)

Certain vegetables

Important as dairy = ~⅓ of New Zealand’s exports

Addresses concerns that led India to exit RCEP (2019)

Investment Commitment

New Zealand to invest ~$20 billion in India over 15 years

Moves beyond goods trade to long-term economic partnership



Strategic Significance

Shows India’s shift from mega trade blocs to tailored FTAs

Balances:

Market access

Domestic livelihood protection

Services & mobility

Can serve as a model/template for future FTAs



Challenges Ahead

Removal of non-tariff barriers:

Recognition of Indian qualifications

Standards & certification issues

Rules of origin

Need to popularise FTA among Indian exporters and service providers



Context

India’s export success reflects accumulated

industrial capacity in a few States rather than a

vehicle for nationwide structural transformation

and employment.

இந்தியாவின் ஏற்றுைதி சைற்றி, நாடு தழுவிய

கட்டமைப்பு ைாற்றம் ைற்றும் சைமலைாய்ப்புக்கான ஒரு

ைாகனைாக இல்லாைல், ஒரு சில ைாநிலங்களில்

திரட்டப்பட்ட சதாழில்துமற திறமன பிரதிபலிக்கிறது.
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Key Findings

Regional Concentration (Core–Periphery Pattern)

Top 5 States (Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh) 

account for ~70% of India’s exports

Share rose from ~65% (5 years ago) → ~70% now

Rising Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) → increasing export concentration

Coastal western & southern States integrate into global value chains

Northern & eastern hinterland increasingly decoupled



Shift in Global Trade Environment

Global merchandise trade growth slowed to 0.5–3%

Top 10 exporters control ~55% of world trade (UNCTAD)

Capital now seeks:

Economic complexity

Dense supply chains

Logistics precision

Low-skill, labour-intensive export path (East Asian model) is closing



From Volume to Value (Capital-Intensive Exports)

India exporting value, not jobs

ASI 2022–23:

Fixed capital growth: 10.6%

Employment growth: 7.4%

Fixed capital per worker: ₹23.6 lakh

Indicates capital deepening (higher capital–labour ratio)



Weak Employment Link

Manufacturing employment stuck at ~11.6–12% (PLFS)

Export growth not translating into factory jobs

Employment elasticity of exports has collapsed

Wage share in Net Value Added (NVA) declining → gains accrue to capital



Spatial Stickiness of New Exports

PLI-driven sectors (electronics, auto components) grow fast

But remain confined to industrial islands:

Kancheepuram (TN)

Noida (UP)

Hinterland lacks logistics, skills, supplier networks



Financial & Institutional Divide

Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio:

Export States: >90% (local savings fund local industry)

Hinterland States (Bihar, eastern UP): <50%

Indicates capital flight from poorer States to richer ones

Reinforced by human capital deficits (skills, health, education)



Implications for Policy

Export-led growth cannot be sole metric of progress

Need focus on:

State capacity building

Human capital

Domestic demand & employment

Risk of mistaking outcomes for instruments



Context

The rise in institutional deliveries to 89% reflects India’s

shift towards preventive and accessible maternal

healthcare, contributing significantly to the reduction in

maternal mortality.

மருத்துவமனை பிரசவங்கள் 89% ஆக உயர்ந்திருப்பது, தடுப்பு

மற்றும் அணுகக்கூடிய தாய்வழி சுகாதாரப் பராமரிப்புக்காை

இந்தியாவின் மாற்றத்னதப் பிரதிபலிக்கிறது, இது தாய்வழி

இறப்பு குனறப்பில் குறிப்பிடத்தக்க பங்களிப்னப அளிக்கிறது.
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What is in News

• Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda stated that institutional deliveries in India 

have risen to 89%, leading to a significant decline in Maternal Mortality 

Rate (MMR).

• Foundation stones laid for two new medical colleges in Dhar and Betul

districts of Madhya Pradesh.

• These are India’s first medical colleges to operate under a Public–Private 

Partnership (PPP) model.

• The colleges aim to improve healthcare access, especially in tribal and 

underserved regions.



India now has:

23 AIIMS

821 medical colleges (up from 387 in 2014)

1.81 lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (Health & Wellness Centres) are 

providing maternal and child health services.

Ayushman Bharat and universal immunisation (12 vaccines) highlighted as 

key preventive healthcare measures.



What is Maternal Mortality?

Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR):

Number of maternal deaths per 1,00,000 live births

Death during pregnancy, childbirth, or within 42 days of termination of 

pregnancy

Causes related to pregnancy or its management

Major Causes of Maternal Mortality

Haemorrhage (excessive bleeding)

Sepsis (infection)

Hypertensive disorders (pre-eclampsia, eclampsia)

Unsafe abortions

Anaemia and malnutrition

Lack of skilled birth attendants



Why Institutional Deliveries Matter

Conducted in hospitals/health centres

Presence of:

Skilled doctors and nurses

Emergency obstetric care

Blood transfusion and referral facilities

Reduces:

Complications during delivery

Delay in treatment

Hence, rise to 89% institutional deliveries → fall in MMR



Government Initiatives to Reduce MMR

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) – cash incentives for institutional delivery

Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK) – free delivery, medicines, 

transport

Ayushman Bharat – Health & Wellness Centres

Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA) – assured antenatal 

care

Universal Immunisation Programme

Expansion of medical colleges & healthcare infrastructure



Challenges Still Remaining

Regional disparities (higher MMR in some States)

Shortage of specialists in rural areas

Quality of care in public health facilities

Anaemia among pregnant women



Context

Rhino dehorning has emerged as a cost-effective,

preventive conservation tool, significantly reducing

poaching by removing the economic incentive for wildlife

crime.

காண்டாமிருகக் சகாம்புகமள அறுப்பது சேலவு குமறந்த, தடுப்பு

பாதுகாப்பு கருவியாக உருசைடுத்துள்ளது, ைனவிலங்கு

குற்றங்களுக்கான சபாருளாதார ஊக்கத்மத நீக்குைதன் மூலம்

சைட்மடயாடுதமலக் கணிேைாகக் குமறக்கிறது.
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What is in News

A new international study published in Science shows that rhino dehorning 

has significantly reduced poaching in African wildlife reserves.

Study covered 11 reserves in South Africa’s Greater Kruger region (2017–

2023).

Key findings:

75% reduction in poaching after dehorning compared to pre-dehorning 

levels.

78% drop in reserves where dehorning was done rapidly (within 1–2 

months).

95% lower risk of poaching for dehorned rhinos compared to those with 

intact horns.



Dehorning:

Involved 2,284 rhinos across 8 reserves

Used only 1.2% of total anti-poaching budgets

The study found that:

Traditional anti-poaching methods (patrols, surveillance, arrests) alone 

were less effective as deterrents.

Systemic corruption and weak criminal justice systems reduce the 

impact of arrests.

The findings strengthen the case for preventive conservation strategies.

Indian context:

India and Nepal have seen near-zero rhino poaching in recent years due 

to strong patrolling and community participation, especially in Kaziranga

National Park.



General Overview

Rhinos are large herbivorous mammals known for their horns made of 

keratin (same protein as hair and nails).

As of 2024, fewer than 28,000 rhinos remain worldwide.

They play a key role as keystone species, shaping grassland and forest 

ecosystems.



Species of Rhinoceros

There are five species globally:

Africa (2 species):

White Rhino

Black Rhino

Asia (3 species):

3. Greater One-horned Rhino – India & Nepal

4. Javan Rhino

5. Sumatran Rhino



Rhinos in India

India is home to the Greater One-horned Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros 

unicornis).

Major habitats:

Kaziranga National Park (Assam) – largest population

Pobitora, Orang, Manas National Parks

Protection measures:

Strict anti-poaching laws

Community participation

Armed forest patrols



Conservation Approaches

Preventive:

Dehorning

Habitat protection

Protective:

Ranger patrols

Surveillance technology

Participatory:

Community involvement

Local employment in conservation

Legal:

Strong wildlife laws and enforcement


